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SUBJECT: TRANSFER OF TECHNOLOGY 

1 . ACCORDING TO EXCELSIOR HEADLINES (AUG. 1 1 ) AND FRONT 
PAGE ARTICLE, DR. FRANK D'ACOSTA (DIRECTOR OF THE UN'S 
SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY PROGRAM) THIRD WORLD COUNTRIES 
HAVE ONLY THEMSELVES AND NOT TRANSNATIONALS TO BLAME 
FOR THEIR TECHNOLOGICAL BACKWARDNESS. D'ACOSTA WENT ON 
TO SAY THAT THIRD WORLD COUNTRY GOVERNMENTS HAVE TAKEN 
THE EASY ROUTE AND USED IMPORTED TRANSNATIONAL TECHNOLOGY 
RATHER THAN CREATING CONDITIONS TO DEVELOP THEIR OWN 
TECHNOLOGY. SOMETIMES A NATIONAL CAPABILITY DOES EXIST. 

BUT NO ONE USES IT BECAUSE TRANSNATIONALS ARE MORE 
CLOSELY TIED TO FOREIGN INTERESTS. 

2. D'ACOSTA AND THE DIRECTOR OF MEXICO'S NATIONAL 
SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY COUNCIL (CONACYT) MET WITH 
PRESIDENT LOPEZ PORTILLO ON AUGUST 10 TO BRING THE 
PRESIDENT UP TO DATE ON THE UN'S PLANNED 1979 CONFERENCE 
ON SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY FOR DEVELOPMENT. THE 
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CONFERENCE WOULD BE HELD IN MEXICO CITY IF ITS MEMBERS 
SO DECIDE. LUCEY 
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